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books of devotion, continued his father's work at
Obod. Type of extreme beauty was obtained from
abroad, and the first volumes ever printed in Cyrillic
character were issued from the Montenegrin Press.
The earliest of them, published in 1493, or on'y
t\venty-two years after Caxton set up his press at
Westminster, was a missal, of which a page is still
preserved in the monastery at Cetinje, while two
years later a psalter and a ritual were produced.
Montenegro may well be proud of such an early
advancement of learning at a time when even great
nations had hardly adopted the new invention. In
1893, the four hundredth anniversary of this Slavonic
printing-press was celebrated with much rejoicing, as
one of the most memorable events in the history of
the nation. Unfortunately, the Turks destroyed the
machinery in one of their numerous invasions. It
was not till 1832 that the art of printing was reintro-
duced into the country, and to-day a few pieces of
stone in the churchyard are all that remains of the
press at Obod.

Ivan the Black died in 1490, while his son George
was returning from Venice with the noble Venetian
lady whom he had chosen as his bride. The memory
of the second Crnoievic Prince lingers even now
among the people, whom he prepared so boldly for
the dangers which lay before them in the centuries
to come. With him the unceasing struggle with the
Turks may be said to have begun ; under him the
fastnesses of Western Montenegro, the kernel of
the present State, with Cetinje as capital, became
the stronghold of resistance to the Ottoman sway.